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-- EL SALVADOR: CHURCHWOMEN - NEW EVIDENCE -- 


CONTEXT: FOLLOWING UP ON REPORTS THAT THE SOME OF THE 
KILLERS WERE PREPARED TO OFFER NEW EVIDENCE OF ORDERS FROM 
HIGHER-UPS TO KILL FOUR AMERICAN RELIGIOUS WORKERS IN 1980, 
EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR PERSUADED THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT TO 
ATTEMPT TO REINTERVIEW ALL FIVE CONVICTED FORMER GUARDSMEN. 
ONLY ONE AGREED TO TALK, BUT HE WAS THE ONE WHO CLAIMED TO 
HAVE OVERHEARD HIS SERGEANT ON THE TELEPHONE GETTING ORDERS 
TO KILL THE WOMEN. AN FBI POLYGRAPH CONDUCTED AUGUST 7 
SHOWED CONCLUSIVELY THAT HE WAS LYING. TOLD THE RESULTS OF 
THE POLYGRAPH, THE EX-GUARDSMAN ADMITTED THE STORY WAS A 
FABRICATION DESIGNED TO GAIN ATTENTION FOR HIS PAROLE 
REQUEST. 


Q: WHAT EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO INVESTIGATE RECENT 
CLAIMS THE EX-GUARDSMEN ACTED ON ORDERS WHEN THEY KILLED 
THE CHURCHWOMEN? 


A: ALTHOUGH THE SALVADORAN ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCLUDED THE 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS HAD EXPIRED -- PREVENTING A NEW, 
OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION, THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT AGREED TO 
REINTERVIEW THOSE FORMER GUARDSMEN WILLING TO BE 
REINTERVIEWED. ONLY ONE AGREED TO TALK, BUT HE WAS THE ONE 
WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE OVERHEARD HIS SERGEANT ON THE TELEPHONE 
RECEIVING ORDERS TO KILL THE WOMEN. 


A POLYGRAPHER FROM THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
EXAMINED THIS EX-GUARDSMAN ON AUGUST 7. THE TEST INDICATED 
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WITH 99 PERCENT CERTAINTY THAT THE EX-GUARDSMAN WAS LYING. 
TOLD OF THE RESULTS OF THE POLYGRAPH, THE EX-GUARDSMAN 
ADMITTED HE HAD MADE UP THE STORY OF THE TELEPHONE CALL IN 
ORDER TO CALL ATTENTION TO HIS PAROLE PETITION. OF COURSE, 
THIS DOES NOT SETTLE ONE WAY OR THE OTHER WHETHER THE 
KILLINGS WERE ORDERED, BUT IT DOES ESTABLISH THAT THIS 
INDIVIDUAL'S STORY WAS FABRICATED. 


Q: WERE THERE ORDERS TO KILL THE WOMEN? 


A: WE DO NOT KNOW. THE HISTORICAL RECORD ON THIS CASE IS 
VOLUMINOUS AND FREELY AVAILABLE VIA THE INTERNET. WE 
REMAIN COMMITTED TO EXAMINING ANY NEW INFORMATION THAT” 
MIGHT SETTLE THE QUESTION. 


. 


OF SALVADORAN OFFICERS IN THIS CRIME? 


Q: DID U.S. OFFICIALS ATTEMPT TO COVER-UP THE. INVOLVEMENT 


A: NO. THE VAST QUANTITY OF DOCUMENTS WE HAVE RELEASED 
SHOW THE DEPARTMENT PURSUED THIS CASE AGGRESSIVELY FROM .THE 
OUTSET. 


-- EL SALVADOR: CHURCHWOMEN'S MURDER -- 


CONTEXT: THERE HAVE BEEN PRESS REPORTS AND CONGRESSIONAL 

INQUIRIES ON THE U.S. RESIDENCY OF TWO FORMER SALVADORAN 

MILITARY OFFICERS, GENERALS CARLOS VIDES CASANOVA AND JOSE 

GARCIA MERINO. SOME BELIEVE THE TWO WERE INVOLVED IN AN 

ATTEMPTED COVER-UP OF THE 1980 KILLING OF FOUR U.S. 

RELIGIOUS WORKERS BY MEMBERS OF THE NOW-DEFUNCT SALVADORAN 
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NATIONAL GUARD. 


Q: WHAT IS THE RESIDENCY STATUS OF THE TWO FORMER 
SALVADORAN MILITARY OFFICIALS IDENTIFIED IN PRESS REPORTS 
AS HAVING SOME INVOLVEMENT IN A COVERUP OF THE 


CHURCHWOMEN'S CASE? 


A: THAT FALLS WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE. WE HAVE MADE INS AWARE OF 
CONGRESSIONAL REQUESTS TO REVIEW THE RESIDENCY STATUS OF 
THE TWO FORMER OFFICIALS. I WOULD REFER YOU TO INS FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING RESIDENCY QUESTIONS. 


-~ NICARAGUA AND COSTA RICA: BORDER DISPUTE -- 
CONTEXT: THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA CONTROLS THE SAN JUAN 
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RIVER WHICH RUNS ALONG THE BORDER WITH COSTA RICA. COSTA 
RICAN POLICE HAVE TRADITIONALLY BEEN ALLOWED TO USE THE 
RIVER TO GAIN ACCESS TO SOME BORDER OUTPOSTS. TWO WEEKS 
AGO, THE GON AND GOCR SIGNED A COMMUNIQUQ WHICH WOULD HAVE 
ALLOWED THE COSTA RICAN POLICE TO WEAR SIDEARMS WHILE ON 
THE RIVER. THIS CAUSED A PUBLIC UPROAR IN NICARAGUA, AND 
THE GON DECLARED THE COMMUNIQUQ UNCONSTITUTIONAL ON AUGUST 
11. THE GOCR HAS ASKED THE USG TO INTERVENE IN SETTLING 


THE DISPUTE. 


Q: WHAT IS THE USG POSITION ON THE SAN JUAN RIVER DISPUTE 
BETWEEN NICARAGUA AND COSTA RICA? 


A: WE HAVE URGED THE GOVERNMENTS OF NICARAGUA AND COSTA ~ 
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RICA TO MEET FACE-TO-FACE AND WORK OUT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION 
TO THEIR DISPUTE OVER COSTA RICAN ACCESS TO THE SAN JUAN 


RIVER. 
Q: WILL THE USG OFFER TO MEDIATE THE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT? 


A: WE BELIEVE THAT WITH GOOD WILL ON BOTH SIDES, NICARAGUA 
AND COSTA RICA SHOULD BE ABLE TO REACH A SATISFACTORY 
RESOLUTION THEMSELVES . 


-- PERU/ECUADOR: SEPARATION OF FORCES -- 


CONTEXT: MILITARY TENSIONS HAVE BEEN HIGH ALONG THE 
UNDEMARCATED BORDER, PARTICULARLY THE EASTERN SLOPE OF THE 
CORDILLERA DEL CONDOR, WHERE ECUADORIAN AND PERUVIAN TROOPS 
WERE STATIONED WITHIN 50 METERS OF ONE ANOTHER. THE SIDES 
SIGNED AN AGREEMENT IN QUITO ON 8/13 TO SEPARATE FORCES IN 
THIS ZONE. 


Q: WHAT HAVE PERU AND ECUADOR AGREED TO DO TO LOWER 
TENSIONS IN THE DISPUTED ZONE ALONG THEIR UNDEMARCATED 
BORDER? 


A: THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER GUARANTOR COUNTRIES : “ 
(ARGENTINA, BRAZIL AND CHILE) WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE 

MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES AND THE POLITICAL AUTHORITIES OF 

ECUADOR AND PERU TO DEFINE THE TERMS OF A SEPARATION OF 

FORCES AGREEMENT. WE ARE PLEASED TO CONFIRM IT WAS SIGNED 
YESTERDAY IN QUITO. 
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FORCES OF BOTH COUNTRIES WILL SEPARATE FROM POINTS WHERE 
THEY HAD COME INTO CLOSE CONTACT IN RECENT WEEKS. MOVEMENTS 
WILL BE MONITORED BY THE MILITARY OBSERVER MISSION (MOMEP), 
WHICH INCLUDES A SMALL CONTINGENT OF U.S. TROOPS. 

Q. WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR A PEACE SETTLEMENT AND 
DEMARCATION OF THE BORDER? 


A. THE SIDES ARE STUDYING THE ELEMENTS OF A DEFINITIVE 
SOLUTION DEVELOPED IN RECENT MONTHS; THE GUARANTORS BELIEVE 
THAT WITH GOOD WILL AN ACCORD CAN BE CONCLUDED IN THE 
COMING WEEKS. 


-- VENEZUELA: DECEMBER 1998 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS -- 


CONTEXT: POPULIST AND NATIONALIST HUGO CHAVEZ IS THE 
CURRENT POLL LEADER FOR THE DECEMBER 1998 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS. HE WAS A RINGLEADER OF A COUP ATTEMPT IN 
FEBRUARY 1992 AGAINST FORMER PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ. 
HE WAS JAILED AND LATER RELEASED BY PRESIDENT CALDERA IN 
1995. HE APPLIED FOR A VISA TO VISIT THE U.S. IN JUNE 1998 
AND WAS FOUND INELIGIBLE UNDER THE SECTION OF LAW WHICH 
DEALS WITH TERRORISTS, SECTION 212(A) (3) (B) OF THE 
IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT. 


(A JOURNALIST FROM ONE OF THE VENEZUELAN PAPERS CALLED TO 
SAY THAT CHAVEZ HAS BEEN MAKING STATEMENTS IN SANTO DOMINGO 
REGARDING OUR REFUSAL TO ISSUE A VISA TO HIM. THE 
JOURNALIST INDICATED HE MAY RAISE A QUESTION ABOUT OUR 
POLICY AND A POSSIBLE CHANGE IN LIGHT OF CHAVEZ'S STRENGTH 


IN THE POLLS.) 
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Q: WHAT DOES THE U.S. THINK OF THE CANDIDACY OF HUGO 
CHAVEZ FOR PRESIDENT OF VENEZUELA? 


A: IT IS UP TO THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE TO DECIDE THEIR NEXT 
PRESIDENT. OUR INTEREST IS THAT THE ELECTIONS ARE FAIR AND 


TRANSPARENT, AND THE NEXT PRESIDENT WILL CONTINUE TO 
RESPECT VENEZUELA'S LONG DEMOCRATIC TRADITIONS. 


Q: WHY HAS THE U.S. REFUSED TO ISSUE A VISA TO CHAVEZ? 


A: MR. CHAVEZ WAS DENIED A VISA UNDER SECTION 2122 (A) (3) (B) 
OF THE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT. 


IT IS NOT OUR POLICY TO DISCUSS DETAILS OF VISA REFUSALS. 
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-- COLOMBIA: ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT -- 


Q: WILL THE U.S. CHANGE ITS STRATEGY IN COLOMBIA AND ADD 
ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT TO ITS TACTICS? 


A: WE ARE PLANNING TO EXPAND OUR LONG TIME 
COUNTERNARCOTICS EFFORTS IN COLOMBIA BY ADDING SUPPORT FOR 
ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS THERE. 


“WE BELIEVE THAT ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT IS ESSENTIAL TO 


MOST COUNTERNARCOTICS PROGRAMS THAT SEEK TO INSURE A 
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PERMANENT MOVE AWAY FROM ILLICIT DRUG PRODUCTION. SUCH A 
PROGRAM SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE ERADICATION, INTERDICTION, 
JUDICIAL REFORM AND AN END TO THE CIVIL CONFLICT. 


WE NOTE THAT SUCCESSFUL ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
DEPEND UPON, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE GOC’S WILLINGNESS TO 
INVEST IN SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS SUCH AS 
EDUCATION, HEALTH, WATER, LOCAL GOVERNANCE AND THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 


‘ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT HAS PROVED VERY USEFUL UNDER THE 


RIGHT CONDITIONS, INCLUDING GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF THE LAND, 
IN OTHER DRUG PRODUCING COUNTRIES SUCH AS PERU, BOLIVIA, 
LAOS AND THAILAND. 


WORKING WITH THE NEW PASTRANA GOVERNMENT, WE HOPE THAT 
ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT CAN BE MADE TO WORK IN COLOMBIA. 


HOWEVER, WE NOT THAT DISCUSSIONS ARE AT THE BEGINNING 
STAGES AND NO CONCRETE DECISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE. 
TALBOTT 
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